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BAPTISMS IN CHINA 


The last two numbers of Tien Feng (Aug. 26 and Sept. 9) continue to give very hopeful 
pictures about the growth of the Church in China, There seems to be something in the nature of 
a mass movement going on among some of the tribes people in south and southwest China, One 
news item reads as follows; The Kwangsi District of the Christian and Missionary Alliance on 
July 17 sent Rev, Fang Neng- ping and three other pastors to the T’ung tribes church in Tea 
village, Pa-pieh District of T*ienyang County. For three days (July 22-24) they conducted bap- 
tismal services, baptizing 433 persons, On July 24 they called together the whole body of mem- 
bers and organized the Pa-pieh District church by the elections of 13 deacons, 


The Chekiang diocese of the Episcopal Church reports a total of 714 baptisms in 1956, 
making a 20% increase in membership for that one year. 


The Assemblies of God church in Tinghsien, Hopei, on August 18 held its first baptismal 
service since Liberation, baptizing 170 persons. 


The Apostolic Faith Church at Fenghsien, south of Shanghai, has recently organized three 
branch churches in nearby villages. These three churches held a joint baptismal service on 
July 22, baptizing 60 persons. 


A Hupeh pastor, denomination not stated, went to an outlying village of his parish for a 
baptismal service. In that village a young girl who had become a Christian in 1953 has wit- 
nessed for Christ so effectively that the pastor was able on August 4 to baptize 24 persons. The 
girl holds regular services in her own home. 


Other items report: Nanking Disciples Church 8 persons baptized; a CIM village church 
near Linghai, Chekiang 42 persons; Harbin Assemblies of God Church 40 persons; a Scandi- 
navian Alliance Mission church (Hsieh-t*ung-hui) in Shensi 43 persons (For this baptismal! serv- 
ice two laymen carried an organ 40 li from a nearby Baptist Church in ordér to make it more of 
an occasion); a Spiritual Grace Church in a village near Changch*iu, Shantung, 35 persons; 
two village churches in Shansi (one of them meeting in a private home), 17 persons each, 


REPORT ON TAITSAN ~c> 


An article in Tien Feng gives a report on the church in Taitsan County, about 25 miles 
northwest of Shanghai, The county has a population of over 300,000, and has nine churches 
belonging to the Methodist, Episcopal, Seventh Day Baptist and Apostolic Doctrine (Shih-t*u 
Hsin-tao Hui) denominations, To serve these churches there are four pastors and four Bible 


‘Issued bi-weekly to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on Christian work in China. 


Information from Chinese church magazines and other Chinese sources is passed on as objec- 
vely as possible, with a minimum of interpretation, When interpretation is necessary, it is en- 
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women. In 1956 church members and inquirers numbered 1.413. 3 


In 1956 a Religious Affairs office was set up in the county government, and this office pro- 
ceeded at once to arrange for political study by church leaders and members, Relations between 
church and government are good, with four of the eight pastoral workers being peoples’ deputies 
on either the village or the county level, ‘*Church work is making good progress; for example 
the Seventh Day Baptist Church after a history of 30 years had only 12 members before Liber- ‘ 
ation, By 1955 its membership had increased to 125, and in 1956 they added 19 more. Mem- 
bership is increasing also in the other churches. The reporter lumps together the Seventh Day 
Baptist Church at Liuho and the Methodist Church at Shahuang and states that for the two chur- 
ches church attendance in 1955 totaled 4,291 and subscriptions ¥ 652.42. In 1956 church at- 
tendance totaled 5,389 and subscriptions ¥ 791.21. From these figures he demonstrates that the 
entrance into farm cooperatives at the end of 1955 has not had a harmful effect upon church 
work, Evidently some people were saying that it has had or would have. The writer admits 
that the cooperatives have made it a little more difficult for members to come to church, but 
claims that by adjusting time of services to meet their schedule the problem has been satis- 
factorily solved. 


Can any of our readers identify the Apostolic Doctrine Church? It seems to be different 
from the Apostolic Faith Church (Shih-t'u Hsin-hsin Hui). 


INDIAN VISIT TO CHINA 


In the May 27 Bulletin this year we reported that a number of Indian Christians were at that 
time making a return visit to the Chinese Christian churches. We now have a report from 
Anglican pastor Anand, who was a member of that party of six. 


He was impressed by the close relations that exist between the different Protestant denomi- 
nations, and attributed it to the fact that ‘they carefully keep all theological questions out of 
their discussions. He was surprised at the lack of an indigenous church architecture or 1 
of worship, but was told that Chinese Christians do not object to the Western forms. 


The uniform prayer book for the Episcopal Church for all China was still not off the press, 
though it was promised for the end of 1955. He says, They hope to have it ready soon. 


In regard to self-support he was told that it was only faith in unfailing divine providence 
that enabled them to tackle this humanly impossible problem. There have been various con- 
tributory causes that have helped them attain self-support, such as church property tax ex- 
emption, the ending of inflation and the stabilization of currency, and the general improve- 
ment in the standard of living. 


In regard to self-propagation he points out that some older methods of evangelism, such as 
open air meetings, distribution of tracts, and religious processions, have been abandoned, but 
that evangelism still continues. Shanghai Bishop Mao Ke-chung told him that there were 
5,000 new converts in 1955 and 4,000 in 1956. These evidently are figures for the whole 
Protestant movement, 


In commenting on religious freedom, he says that the freedom they enjay cannot be com- 
pal d with what it means in India or any other democratic country. It is more a toleration on 
the part of the State than an acknowledgment of a fundamental right of the citizen. As to the 
Christians themselves, he says that although they give their wholehearted political allegiance 
to the State, they stand entirely apart and uncompromised as far as their religious convictions 
are concerned. In this connection he quotes Bishop K. H. Ting as saying, We do not auto- 
matically support everything the Communists do. They have done certain things which I regard 
as extreme and haphazard. Some of these things I later understood to have been quite reason- 
able; but there are others of whose necessity I remain unconvinced even today. 


In short, contrary to rumors current abroad, the Christian Church has not been forced under- 
ground in China. Rumors that Communists keep a close tally on those who attend church a 
discriminate against them are also not true, he said, though how he would be able to ascert 
this within the period of a short visit is not too clear. — 
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As evidence of the confidence which the Government feels in the loyalty of the Christians, 
Anand cites the number of Christians in important government positions. Besides Christian 
members of the National People’s Congress, such as YM Secretary TJ. T. Wu, YW Secretary 
Cora Deng, and Episcopal Bishop Robin Chen, he refers to Dr. Wu Yi-fang as Vice-Governor of 
Kiangsu, Madame Li Teh-chuan (the widow of General Feng Yu-hsiang) as Minister of Health, 
and Sun Yat-sen’s widow Madame Sun as the Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress. (Since he must have received this information from the Chinese 
Christian leaders with whom he talked, it is evident that the last two named, concerning whom 
there has been some doubt in the West, have not repudiated their Christian faith, and are Chris- 
tians in good standing in the church today.) 


SONG CHING-LING ON THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION 


We have referred above to Soong Ching-ling (Madame Sun Yat-sen) as a Christian. How 
far can a Christian go in praising the October Revolution of forty years ago in Russia? Madame 
Sun has an article on the subject entitled, The October Socialist Revolution and Man's Struggle 
for Peace and Progress. She terms the October Revolution a turning point in history, one of 
those decisive breakthroughs, a thunderbolt of progress which shook the world and has been de- 
termining its direction ever ince. Here are a few more scattered quotations from the article; 
The Soviet State was the first major power in history, and for many years the only power, that 
took the side of the subjected peoples... . The ideas which motivated the October socialist 
re volution- the truths of Marxism-Leninism--are dedicated to change. They are the first cre- 
ations of man that genuinely give hope for rearranging the order of things to provide for a lasting 
world peace and unlimited progress for humanity. (It is only fair, however, to point out that 
by the truths of Marxism-Leninism she means primarily the socialist conditions for peace and ' 
progress rather than dialectic materialism. She is thoroughly devoted to the Christian ideals of 
peace and progress, and if her supposition that socialism is the necessary condition to their ac- 
complishment is mistaken, that is still just a mistake in reasoning, and not a repudiation of 


teaching. ) 
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Lung Yung-chih is a Miao wibesman from Yunnan now studying in the Chungking Theo- 
logical Seminary. He reports that there are about thirty organized churches among the Miao 
tribesmen, with the Chiu-p’u-shan Church in Wuting County as the center. Most of these . 
churches are now open again after closing for Land Reform. He names three of the churches and 
says that since 1954 they have received more than 300 new members. 


He has found the life in Chungking Theological Seminary during the past year very inspiring, 
but is looking forward to returning to work among his own people in the summer of 1958. Among 
the high points of the year for him was a visit to Chengtu to attend a young people's conference. 
He is especially appreciative of the preaching of Vice-president Huang, probably Huang P’ei- 
hsin, brother of YM Secretary in Shanghai Hwang P’ei-yung. 


CCC KUANGTUNG SYNOD 


The Kuangtung Synod of the Church of Christ in China met in the Canton Theological 
Seminary buildings July 18-25, with 150 delegates present from the nine districts of the Synod, 
T'ang Wu-hsin was elected chairman. 


— — 


One of the disturbing items of business was the denunciagion of Rev. Peter Wang. He is 
described as being still besmirched with imperialist thinking, and increasingly pessimistic about 
the outlook of the church under the Communists, so that he was a constant hindrance to the | 
work of the Three-self Movement. Finally in the fall of 1956 he escaped to Hong Kong, where | 
he is now working in association with those missionary imperialists whom he once denounced. : 
The Synod voted to draw the friend-enemy dividing line between themselves and Wang pei-te, 
and to erase his name from the rolls of the Synod, 


REFORM 


Peking reported on October 29 that the revised form of the alphabet had been approved at a 


en 
x 
© ⁰ 


session of the Chinese People’s Politica: Consultative Conference, and would probably be 0 
proved shortly by the State Council. Kuo Mo- jo said that this was not yet the official scheme 
for an alphabetically written Chinese language. It has instead been designed chiefly to help 
beginners to study Chinese, and to popularize and therefore unify the standard spoken language. 
It would also provide a basis for experimentation in the romanization of the written language, 
and would benefit the national minorities in creating their written languages. This is a revision 
of the original draft published in February 1956. Details of the alphabet are not given, but Mr. 
Kuo said that it was quite close to the traditional usage of Latin letters in China, 


CHURCH NEWS 

The Political Study Committee of the church in I-wu, Chekiang, has taken action criti- 
cizing very strongly the sending in of Christian magazines from Hong Kong. They called on all 
Christians to refuse to receive them, saying, For several years we have used the strength of 
nine oxen and two tigers to cut ourselves off from imperialist poison, Today we certainly will 
not permit the imperialists to continue to spread their poison, (I suspect that reference is being 
made to the Christian and Missionary Alliance Bible Magazine.) 

The Yotsing Methodist Church in Chekiang receivedtheir young people's society in August 
1956 and it has now grown to a membership of 160. They have bought themselves new Bibles 
and hymnbooks, and organized a choir of 100 voices, | 

When the last missionary left the CIM station in Loyang, Honan, in 1951, the government 
took charge of its property consisting of 100 rooms (the regular unit of measurement for church 
property), and used it for various government organs, At that time there was no ‘‘responsible 
person“ in the church to take care of the property, but now the Three-self Movement has 
petitioned the government for the return of the property to the CIM Church, and the petition has 
been granted, The various offices using the property have been notified to return it or make 
proper rental arrangements with the Church, 

Similarly, six rooms belonging to the Fengjun Methodist Church in North China have recently 
been returned to the church by the government, 

Two CCC churches in Ihsien, Shantung, are flourishing. One reports regular bales 


of five to six hundred, and 98 accessions within two years, The other has recently built a t 
room church building. It has congregations of 300, and has recently received 70 new members. 

The fifteen Shantung churches of the National Holiness Mission Church (T’ung-sheng-hui), 
Kuant’ao District, held a district meeting in July, with 29 delegates present. 

The Three Self Committee in Swatow entertained Christian college students who were at 
home for the summer vacation, and 39 students attended the reception. The schools represented 
included Peking, Tientsin, Shanghai, Wuhan, Nanchang, Changsha, Kweilin, Nanning and 
Canton. They reported that in all these schools their right as Christians to ask a blessing before 
meals, to read the Bible in their rooms, or to sing Christian hymns in their leisure, was respected, 
Those in the Kwangsi Medical School reported that they were allowed to hold little prayer 
meetings in their dormitory rooms. And the Hunan medical students not only held meetings, 
but had built up a little choir of their own. 

In Kwangtung the 73-year old Tap'u Church closed after Liberation, but reopened in 1954, 
and was then carried on by two Ble women, with congregations of 70 to 80 people. In 1956 
they were able to get a pastor, and this year they have baptized 28 persons, and added a full 
time Bible woman to the staff. 

The East Yohtsing Circuit of the Wenchow Methodist Church held a big young people's rally 
on August 18, attended by more than a thousand persons, including visitors from the Independent 
Church and the Seventh Day Adventists. Delegates came from 1g churches of the circuit. Un- 
fortunately it had to close at three P. M., earlier than planned, because of urgent typhoon 
warnings. 

— young people's institutes were held during the summer. There are individual reports 
in Tien Feng, but we cannot record them all, and they follow very much the same pattern, It 
is of interest to note however that not only the big centers such as Shanghai, Tientsin, etc., but 
even smaller places such as Changchow in Fukien and Fushin have held such institutes. 

Several news items tell of Bible study institutes, where members of one or more churches 
gather together for several days of intensive bible study. 

Our request for copies of Tien Feng from its inception in 19467 has brought us the follow- 
ing correction. This magazine was begun in Chengtu in the spring of 1945. Later there was a 
hiatus while it was being transferred to Shanghai, and then the first Shanghai number came 9 


in August 1946. 
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